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Froms Alexander M. Halci WJr.
Subject: - U.s. Assistance %gégram.for Poland

4 I expressed concern that
unable to preserve and
ssive gains without.

In my. memorandum of November E
democratic forces in Poland would [
consolidate their increasingly lm;f
additional US assistance. Since §3gn it has become even
clearer that Poland is on the verés jof potentially catastrophic
economic crisis -- the sort of cri:is that could demoralize and
discredit the democratic forces amgijlead to the reimposition of
an inflexible Soviet-style Communiug dictatorship. 1In my
opinion our entire tradition and gurity interests dictate
prompt action to avert such an oupupnme and to reinforce a
process that has already placed Mgsgow on the diplomatie,
political and economic defensive i could eventually undermine
Soviet control throughout Easternignrope.
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As a result of Walesa's publi% tall for US aid and private
messages from Pope John Paul II, b am confident that our
assistance can be presented and izplemented in a way that not
only minimizes the risk of Soviet ntervention or counteraction
but enhances the already formida power of Sclidarity and the
Church. 2among other things, a me ing between you angd Walesa
could be utilized to demonstrate e fact that we are backing a
struggle for national self—ceterw%nation and political v
liberalization against a failing 'umunist regime. Walesa has

indicated that he is thinking al Q{ similar lines. He has told -
Ambassador Meehan that Solidaritysg ability to secure US aid - -

-~ could decisively affect the outccs -of current negotiations— .

over the reform of the Polish ec j;ky and the redxstrlbutlon ofﬁ”f

political: power.

The Poles have just approached:jus with an urgent request
for $200 million worth of corn, bean meal and other
commodities. Our experts say th $100 million in corn and
soybean meal will permit them tO rry their livestock and

poultry industries through the n three months. Absent such
assistance, which only the US canprovide in a timely fashion,
the Poles would be forced to eng in large~scale distress

slaughtering which would further ymplicate their already
massive mid- and long-term econo
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